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PLEASE NOTE THAT THIS IS A PROVISIONAL VERSION OF THE REPORT OF THE DEBATE OF 26 JANUARY 2006 AT 3 P.M. WHICH MAY STILL BE CORRECTED BY THE SPEAKERS
THE PRESIDENT. –We will now continue our debate. I call Mr Geghamyan.

Mr GEGHAMYAN (Armenia). – Dear colleagues, the report awakens in each of us a desire to look objectively into the reasons for the mass immigration of African Arabs, Pakistanis and Turks into western European countries – in particular, to France, the United Kingdom and Germany. The development of pan-European politics is becoming topical. Dissatisfaction is growing among hundreds of thousands of immigrants because of their harsh socio-economic situation and, given the lack of stability, there is a dangerous inter-civilisation conflict.

In November 2005, in France, thousands of cars were burnt, hundreds of shops were broken into and looted and fires were blazing in different cities of the country. How did that happen in the homeland of the idea of human rights, which proclaimed more than 200 years ago that any individual who set foot on its land became a free citizen? What was the response to those acts of vandalism? The events that took place in France echoed throughout many countries and produced a sharp pain in the hearts of all Armenians. Our feeling of deep gratitude towards Christian France, as well as towards the Muslim Arab east, will never fade away, because they provided a home to thousands of Armenian refugees who, by a miracle, escaped the 1915 genocide in Ottoman Turkey.

What are the sources of the conflict? Do they have roots in civilisation? If we do not give exhaustive answers to these questions, sooner or later Europe will have to face the following choice: either obey the world of new Barbarians or come under the auspices of the extreme right or left-wing radicals – namely, fascists – thus arousing the ghost of their own barbarity.

It seems that the recent troubled events in France have deep roots in civilisation. They are conditioned by the principal differences between western civilisation and the Islamic world and the contradictions between those basic social values. For the west the unconditional freedom of the individual is paramount, and for Islam the key value is justice. Sooner or later, justice is killed by freedom. That objective tragedy was formulated in the well-known aphorism of Friedrich Nietzsche that one should be strong: “to be able to live and forget: to what extent living and being unjust are one.”

The realisation of these realities puts a particular responsibility on each Council of Europe member state. In this respect, the acts of vandalism involving the direct participation of the Azerbaijan Government cause serious problems. In December 2005, about 100 Azeri soldiers penetrated into the Armenian necropolis of Old Julfa in the Nakhichevan autonomy, and with sledge-hammers and heavy equipment, they smashed wonderful 9th and 10th-century gravestone crosses, which are part of Armenia’s and the world’s cultural heritage. Before the Karabakh events, only 2 700 small monuments of Christian architecture were left by Soviet Azerbaijan as a legacy. The destruction of the Armenia historical legacy in Old Julfa in the Nakhichevan autonomy of Azerbaijan is now almost complete.

(Mr Lloyd, Vice-President of the Assembly, took the Chair in place of Mr van der Linden.)
Inevitably, one recalls a surprising history. In the 1820s, Lord Byron took a very active part in the struggle of Greek liberation against Turkish rule. He was astounded when people told him about the siege of the Parthenon by the Greeks when it was occupied by the Ottomans. The beleaguered Turks ran out of the lead that they needed for cartridges. They decided to melt down the bells and the metal parts of the Parthenon – that wonderful monument of the 5th century BC – to cast shells and cartridges. When the Greeks learned about the Turks’ intention they provided them with lead on condition that the Turks would not touch the Parthenon bells. That lead was turned into shells and bullets which were used to kill the Greeks. What price will the Armenians pay to prevent the Azeris from destroying Armenian shrines in Nakhichevan? Perhaps we should impose a condition on the Turkish Republic which, following the Moscow treaty of 16 March 1921 between Russia and Turkey, is a guarantor of the status of Nakhichevan autonomy. 

THE PRESIDENT. – Order. I must ask you, Mr Geghamyan, to bring your speech into order. 

Mr GEGHAMYAN (Armenia). – Mr President –

(The speaker continued in Armenian)
He said that it had not been possible to get to the essence of what he wanted to talk about. He had never before seen an incident where someone was actually interrupted when making his speech.

THE PRESIDENT. – Thank you very much, Mr Geghamyan. I must advise you that it is the role of the presidency to maintain order in the Assembly. That applies to all speakers.
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